CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

5 LA communication system, comprising: 

a hand-held wireless controller having a display, the hand-held wireless controller 
operable to transmit command codes to control the operation of a first consumer 
electronic device and to receive data to be printed from a second consumer electronic 
device and to display a representation of the data to be printed in the display; 
10 a base station adapted to receive communications from the wireless controller 

including the data to be printed; and 

a printer coupled to the base station for use in creating a print output based on the 
data to be printed. 

15 2. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first consumer electronic 
device and the second consumer electronic device are the same consumer electronic 
device. 

3. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first consumer electronic 
20 device comprises a television and the second consumer electronic device comprises a set- 
top box. 
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4. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first consumer electronic 
device comprises a television and the second consumer electronic device comprises a 
personal computer. 

5 5. The communication system as recited in claim 1 ? wherein the hand-held wireless 
controller and the base station have cooperating contacts for removably coupling the 
wireless controller to the base station. 

6. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the hand-held wireless 

10 controller comprises a power source and wherein the base station is adapted to recharge 
the power source when the hand-held wireless controller is coupled to the base station. 

7. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the hand-held wireless 
controller and the base station communicate using RF transmissions. 

15 

8. The communication system as recited in claim 7, further comprising a personal 
computer which provides server functionality coupled to the base station for receiving 
from the base station data transmitted from the wireless controller and wherein the base 
station comprises a controller for directing data to the printer or to the personal computer. 

20 

9. The communication system as recited in claim 7, further comprising a set-top box 
which provides server functionality coupled to the base station for receiving from the 
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base station data transmitted from the wireless controller and wherein the base station 
comprises a controller for directing data to the printer or to the set-top box. 

10. The communication system as recited in claim 7, further comprising a Web-enabled 
5 game console which provides server functionality coupled to the base station for 

receiving from the base station data transmitted from the wireless controller and wherein 
the base station comprises a controller for directing data to the printer or to the Web- 
enabled game console. 

10 11. The communication system as recited in claim 7, further comprising a home gateway 
box which provides server functionality coupled to the base station for receiving from the 
base station data transmitted from the wireless controller and wherein the base station 
comprises a controller for directing data to the printer or to the home gateway. 

15 12. The communication system as recited in claim 8, wherein the personal computer and 
the base station are adapted to communicate using serial transmissions. 

13. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the printer is integral with 
the base station. 

20 

14. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the data to be printed 
comprises data representative of a bar code. 
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15. The communication system as recited in claim 14, wherein the printer comprises 
programming for printing industry standard formatted bar codes. 

16. A base station for use in a communication system comprising a hand-held wireless 
controller adapted to interface with a consumer electronic device, the base station 
comprising: 

coupling means for coupling the hand-held wireless controller to the base station 
to receive data from the hand-held wireless controller; and 
a printer to print output based on the data. 

17. The base station as recited in claim 16, wherein the coupling means comprises a RF 
adapter for receiving RF signals including the data from the hand-held wireless 
controller. 

18. The base station as recited in claim 16, wherein the coupling means comprises a 
contact adapted to mate with a cooperating contact on the hand-held wireless controller. 

19. The base station as recited in claim 16, comprising a cradle adapted to removably 
receive the hand-held wireless controller. 

20. The base station as recited in claim 19, wherein the base station is adapted to 
recharge a power supply within the hand-held wireless controller while the hand-held 
wireless controller is received in the cradle. 
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21 . The base station as recited in claim 19, wherein the printer is integral with the cradle. 

22. The base station as recited in claim 19, wherein the cradle has a side and 
the printer comprises a paper discharge parallel with the side. 

5 

23. A hand-held wireless controller adapted to control a consumer electronic device and 
communicate with a base station, the hand-held wireless controller comprising: 

a memory storing a plurality of command codes for use in commanding the 
operation of the consumer electronic device; 
10 a first transmitter for transmitting signals representative of command codes to the 

consumer electronic device; 

a receiver for receiving data to be printed; 

a display module comprising a touch panel through which a user may select at 
least one of the plurality of command codes to transmit to the consumer appliance via the 
15 first transmitter and for displaying an image representative of the data to be printed; and 

a second transmitter for transmitting a signal indicative of the data to be printed to 
the base station. 

24. The hand-held wireless controller as recited in claim 23, wherein the second 

20 transmitter comprises an electrical contact for mating with a cooperating contact in the 
base station. 
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25. A base station for use in a communication system comprising a hand-held wireless 
controller adapted to interface with a consumer electronic device, the base station 
comprising: 

a cradle to receive the hand-held wireless controller having contacts through 
5 which data is routed between the wireless controller and the base station; 

a printer connected to the cradle to print output based on the data received from 
the hand-held wireless controller; and 

a print controller connected to the printer and the contacts for controlling the 
printing of the data. 

10 

26. The base station as recited in claim 25, wherein the printer is integral with the cradle. 

27. A base station for use in a communication system comprising a wireless controller 
adapted to interface with a consumer electronic device, the base comprising: 

15 an RF adapter for receiving data from the wireless controller; 

a printer adapted to print output based on the data received from the wireless 
controller; 

a personal computer which provides server functionality for receiving data 
received from the wireless controller; and 
20 a controller linked to the RF adapter for routing the data to the printer or the 

personal computer. 
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28. The base station as recited in claim 27, wherein the controller routes data to the 
printer or the personal computer based upon header information contained in the received 
data. 

5 29. A method for handling data in a system having a hand-held wireless controller 

having a display in communication with a consumer appliance and a base station having 
an associated printer, the method comprising: 

displaying within the display of the hand-held wireless controller an image 
representative of data to be printed which is received from the consumer appliance; 
1 0 accepting at the hand-held wireless controller a request to print the data as 

represented in the display; 

transmitting a request from the hand-held wireless controller to the base station to 
determine if the printer is available for printing the representation of the image in the 
display and, if the printer is available, transmitting from the hand-held wireless controller 
15 to the base station a signal representative of the data for use by the printer to create a 
hard-copy representation of the data. 

30. The method as recited in claim 29, wherein the data representative of the image in 
the display comprises data representative of a bar code. 

20 

31. The method as recited in claim 29, further comprising the steps of monitoring use of 
the consumer appliance and transmitting from the consumer appliance to the hand-held 
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wireless controller the data to be printed as a function of the monitored use of the 
consumer appliance. 

32. The method as recited in claim 31, wherein the data to be printed is targeted 
5 advertising. 

33. The method as recited in claim 3 1 , wherein the data to be printed is an order 
confirmation. 

rt 10 34. A method of delivering printable information, comprising: 

; J transmitting candidate data for printing to a hand-held wireless controller adapted 

Ijj to transmit control signals to a consumer electronic device; 

Ml displaying on the hand-held wireless controller an image representative of the 

: candidate data to be printed; and 

. ^ 15 in response to a request to print the printable information, communicating the data 

p to be printed from the hand-held wireless controller to a base station adapted to interface 

to a printer. 

35. The method as recited in claim 34, further comprising the step of storing the data to 
20 be printed locally in the hand-held wireless controller device until such time as 
communication with the base station is enabled. 
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36. The method as recited in claim 35, further comprising the step of enabling printing 
when the hand-held wireless controller is docked into a cradle provided as part of the 
base station. 

5 37. The method as recited in claim 35, wherein the step of communicating further 
comprising the step of establishing an RF communication link between the hand-held 
wireless controller and the base station. 

38. The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the data comprises a coupon. 

10 

39. The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the data comprises a ticket to an event. 

40. The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the data comprises a targeted 
advertisement. 

15 

41. The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the data comprises information regarding 
a product offering. 

42. The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the data to be printed comprises 
20 confirmation of an order or purchase transaction. 

43. The method as recited in claim 34, wherein the data to be printed comprises driving 
directions. 
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44. The communication system as recited in claim 1, wherein the hand-held wireless 
controller has a browser application for displaying a mark-up language page within the 
display wherein the mark-up language page includes the data to be printed. 
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